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Participants: 
Labor:     Robby Stern, Ed Wood, Owen Lynch and John Aslakson 
Business: Vickie Gore, Beverly Simmons and Jerry Reilly 
Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals: Tom Egan 
L&I: Roy Plaeger-Brockway, Bob Mootz, Dave Overby, Diana 

Drylie, Susan Campbell and Karen Ahrens 
UW:     Tom Wickizer, Deb Fulton-Kehoe and Terri Smith-Weller 
Renton COHE:    Pat Vincent (by teleconference), Karen Nilson, Ellen Hull,  
     Grace Casey and Marcia Halvorson 
Spokane COHE:   Dan Hansen and Pam Cromer 
Guests:     Sally Rueter, Jerri Wood, Suzanne Schmidt, Mary Shatto and  
     John Meier (by teleconference) 

 
 
Introductions and minutes:  

Roy Plaeger-Brockway welcomed the group and asked for any comments on the minutes 
from the March 20, 2006 meeting.  There were no changes suggested.   

 
Results of Eastern Washington evaluation:   

Tom Wickizer presented slides on the results of the University of Washington evaluation 
of the Eastern Washington COHE.  The Spokane evaluation showed a decrease in 
disability and cost savings for COHE claims.  

 
 Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members: 

 What is the link between timely submission of the ROA and disability 
reduction?  

 Did this study address differences in industry mix? 
 Are claims in Eastern Washington, in general, more expensive?  Do Eastern 

Washington claims have longer time-loss duration?   
 What is the percent of COHE claims compared to overall claims in the Renton 

area and the Eastern WA counties?   
 
 Response: 

 Tom reminded the group that the report due in December and other future 
evaluations will provide more insight into the differences between the two 
COHEs. 

 
Recent COHE Successes:  

Renton COHE:   
Karen Nilson, Ellen Hull and Grace Casey presented performance highlights for 
the last twelve months.  The focus of COHE activities has been quality 
improvement of community outreach and health services coordination.   
 
Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members: 

 Has the Renton COHE recently added any new providers? 
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Response: 

 Renton is not recruiting providers, but has enrolled some providers 
who asked to join, including some high volume clinics.  

 
Eastern Washington COHE:   

Dan Hansen presented an update on the number of counties, providers and 
employers participating in the Eastern Washington COHE. He also updated the 
committee on a new job description function in the COHE information system. 
Pam Cromer will visit Yakima County once a week to provide on-site HSC 
services. 
  
Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members:   

 The committee wanted confirmation that the job description function 
is in the best interest of the injured worker and doesn’t introduce 
confusion in the return-to-work process.   

  
Strategic Plan and Visioning 07- 09: 

Research plans for 07- 09:   
Diana Drylie presented the model that was used by this committee to design the 
Occupational Health Services project. The recommendation is to use this model again 
as we plan for the future of the project. 
 

Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members: 
 The subcommittee discussed its role in relation to the parent 

committee. Subcommittee members would like Business, Labor and 
L&I to bring their ideas for the role of the WCAC-HC to the next 
meeting.  These ideas can be discussed during the next meeting with a 
goal of having a unified recommendation for subcommittee members 
who are on the WCAC to present at the next WCAC meeting.  

 
Response:  

 Roy Plaeger-Brockway will inform Bob Malooly of this issue.  
 

Request from Subcommittee Members: 
 A subcommittee member asked that the subcommittee be updated on 

projects that might effect the COHEs. 
 

Access and quality (ortho. project):   
Diana Drylie gave a brief update on this project.  The project began July 1, 2006 and 
is scheduled for two years.  The project uses quality indicators to encourage best 
practices for surgeons. 
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Decision Package Update:   
Diana Drylie gave an update on the current decision package. The request includes funds 
for additional evaluation by the University of Washington and cost of living increases for 
the COHEs. 
 

Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members: 
 A subcommittee member asked if the funding request for UW 

evaluation could be expanded.  
 

Response: 
 Business and Labor could request additional funds as a line item in the 

budget. In addition, L&I could develop a supplemental budget request 
for the 2008 legislative session. 

 
RFP Update:   

Susan Campbell referred the committee to a handout on the timeline for the RFP.   
 

Questions/issues raised by Subcommittee members:   
 Why does the RFP language refer to the seed communities as “small 

COHEs”?  A subcommittee member wanted confirmation that the RFP 
is proposing seed communities that include one or two components of 
a COHE rather than a full COHE.   

Response: 
 The term “small COHE” is used to help explain the RFP to people 

who don’t understand what a seed community is. The RFP is not 
aimed at getting new COHEs.    

 
Wrap-up and Schedule Future Meetings: 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 – 9:00 am -12:00 pm, Tukwila 
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